Trust Looks To Refurbish Historical Cemetery

By Micole Myshak,

Ii 1he Besar off Halifay e the
migtal emaiss of thowsands of
peophe who shaped the sacicty ihak
sLmInG twem.

These indivadasls caablished
and sgrved willkin, the achoali,
hospitals, churches and mstimgion
buile around their final resting
plaze.

And yel, despate theed lepgacy,
ftons af vandalism, weather lime
e mezghoct have Threatonssd to bury
with them the memory of these
Eaitlefuil depared.

De, Brian 07 Brigs hopss 1a
stand agaimsd this posadalily and
preserve hoth the historical amd
mmcesirl heriimge of thes: reging
woilBan Halilha s oldest Calkaslic
My

In codlaboraibon with follow
members ol the Holy Cross
Cemsztery Trust, £ Brien has hegun
a lunddsaisang vampasgn 1 gl m
resloring the s, which has beon
usgsll singe 1542,

U1 really want g0 da this™ he
stales, “The presen comfilion
dephorable. ™

£ Berien explaing that the Tt
has both ihe encouragemeni and
matBoriamtion [pom the Archdeose
wl HalilTaxy amd the Catkolie
Comsslerion Urmmmimsson, “Wy have
thaeir approval o underiake whai
we're doing,” he says.

As B provides a wour of the
graveyard, O Hrga moticad 1o
where [enoes have boondamagesd by
thise sexking & shocui sorss the
pemctery property, Coentinuing oo,
he paases several tombstones that
were knocked over sml smashed
by waieils,

“The devmatation, it mappallmg.™
he sawvs sadhy.

Whille some prnve markons aee
leaning slighely, ohers e ready
I wepple over, OV Bncn omimenls
that ey kook like thie rickoty becil
ol a vitamin=delicient person

He madivaies dhaii the Trust would
lake o begen th “felufhish the
place.”

GRAVE MARKERS at Holy Cross Comafory ai s ditn sead of repaie. A Trewt has Baon Bormed 1o rmisen S5800, 000
te repai the slones, provide Ggfhting, weure Bha proparty nom wmrddalem and olthar BBings in onder {0 e
iy bt ol prnpsprty. CSoverribeted mhedc

" Bleigr s thay s ho rgeling:
1be gravestones bo an uprighi
peosation. He adds thet, come May,
volunigers can do some of ibe
mriafiidl ok themsclves, Hisaever,
b simemaass that the resmainder ol the
realenmend domamds professional
snemiion.

Grester secerity through
impeoved lighting and Fepgcs s
alsir peeded. O'lrien is ceriaim
ihiz would help to minimize
vamklalizm

Ancther maper sk of the 1Holy
Crons Cemetery Tt pertaing 1o
the names asd inserlions on the
Fmeslomngs,

Vet mmomihors indonal o rescarch
and record ithis indormation and
(et i oo s rersctive dise o he
waade v laBlc 16 The pubhs, 1nthe
[utare, OV Drien says & oommgeaber:
based cataloguing system would
be sccessible 1o visilors of ke
praveyard snd those cossgploting
pencalogacal reicanch,

The price 1ag om these asid
it feslipralive smlislives i Bn
exiimatod SE000, (KN

O Briem admits thiz is a
“substsngial underiaking.” Even
aam, s sy 4 conirataste his time
and enerEy, “This i wescthing new
For mie,” e says, ] wand 1o gol &
done.™

Revenly retired leom a 50-year
by ¢amget as dii ¢y nubfgeen,
CF Hnen belsves i the importance
gl this cealcayag

Il emprlames that there are 15040
sione markers within ke confines
ol Hioly Cress Cemerery which
desrgnales sodme of the linsd resting
places. Tor 25,000 poople, mos af
whism are of Irith docont

Amsongs! these we poople from
“all walls of life,” he adds.

O Brga notes how the T
Cathali Prime Ministor of Canaila,
Sir Bodn Sparrmere Dayid Thasmpson,
s well & numermus archbichops,
“war heroes,” clergy, rellghnus,

Esdyers, “and seddinary poopls,” ks
Bas owm relatvgs, e m the South
l'ark Strect graycyand.

Buried st Holy Cross are
his greal gramdlanher and greal
prandsaotber as well as by grem-
gread prandmhber anad greal-greal
prundmaiher. Adiditionally £ Brien
discovered thm several of hix
mithed " relarnes were mheo Lkl we
fenl thewe. 1 duln'e even ki {11~
he g e

B calls their presence just "vne
resson” for his mativacomn

£ Fhrsei sl thall Bb imsfiiodies
of all of thew poople shomld he
respocifully commemoraied. =We
o oo amcesiors,” he say.

He Bopes ihiat those wink
Family miesbem 1 1he graveyand
might fegl the same and ke on
b mespomsibilily of fAxing the
grave markons of ki deccased
relaiives.

A lnhwegh prarry ol thee tomibatones
i the cemeteny e Tundly kegible,”

CFBricn poinis ol 3 fow which
wpre resiored by relatives of the
deceased.

Hie spezakis of the inals enducd
hy Eoisser gonerstions and how,
thieugh them, Beir descondonts ane
acky o be alive.”

£ Dirien alse sk o bedges dhisir
Sibheiarmiiad com buteon” 1o sl ity
iy Hahlas, Modva S, anld sl
Hig's adamant that soewihig: mwe
b homa ™in Raneour o thom,™

Cining one such example of the
Iaing Bepacy kefl by these people,
the ¢dairman of the Haly Crpss
Cometery’ Tresd secounis bow om
Mug. 31, 1845, |34 men were
“motbvaled by Biskop Walsk™
1 huald ir Lady of Sorfows
[hape]

Fodleraing a Mass al 58 Mary™
Cuthedral Basilicn, the mom ook
toods and supplics ssd made their
way o U prescnd day mig ol Hioly
Cross Cemitery. In ome day thoy
buili ihe chapsel thai siands in ihe
cemer af the cemeery.

D Hrien (s disnsbed (har the
pravevand s curssnl oresbitnen gomld
refbest the presenl gengration's
comoepd o, and regard for, their
i herilage,

A vl e istes Bosncatly That,
o much ol his prolesssosal life,
he worked on ihe periphery al
Hioly Cmss Cemetery withoul s
sasencss ol the tessiire next o
him, =1 duddn"l cven eslsie i he
o fuses

Even =0, the first time he visiled
ihe cemelery (0 Hrien says he
was wirugk by “ihe miesa” Be
frpramilered

Surprizsed by what be saw,
("Brien was motivated 1o do
something.

Thevegh beoomng wmvolved
V' Brwn says he expernionsed an
“awakening” W0 the imponance of
his personal hisiory. He spesis ol
this i o =joumey™ of red scoveny.

Wik emobtion he recalls Bis
ramal Eviheor e ling him o remmember
wihi he v, and where be come
from, ] e imdersiasd vw, he
sy |



